
(Unapproved Minutes) 

CROOKED LAKE TOWNSHIP BOARD MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES MARCH 9, 2017 

Members present:  Lloyd Thyen, Connie Glass, Pat Bennington, Mark Skjolsvik, Traci Groninga 

and Kim Hughes.  Absent:  Dave Schaumburg. 

The meeting was called to order and The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 

MOTION SKJOLSVIK 2ND BENNINGTON TO APPROVE THE FEBRUARY 9, 2017 MINUTES.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

The Chairman asked for a moment of silence to remember Treasurer Pat Faul who recently 

passed away. 

The Treasurer’s report was given by Traci Groninga.  The checkbook balance is $373,212.28.  

She is working on getting all the records up to date.   

It was noted that the township was able to recover all the records, computer, etc. from Pat’s 

house. 

The need to reschedule the April 13th monthly meeting to April 12th at 5:00 was discussed along 

with the public hearing for the Anderson Road Vacation. 

MOTION SKJOLSVIK 2ND BENNINGTON TO RESCHEDULE FROM APRIL 13, TO APRIL 12, 6:00 PM, 

AT THE TOWN HALL FOR A PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ROAD VACATION OF ALL OF NORTH 

STREET, ALL OF SOUTH STREET AND ALL OF WEST STREET AS DEDICATED IN THE PLAT OF 

ROOSEVELT SOO; AND THE APRIL TOWN BOARD MEETING FROM APRIL 13 TO APRIL 12 AT 5:00 

PM AT THE SOUTH STREET ROAD SITE FOR VIEWING PURPOSES. THIS CHANGE IS AT THE 

REQUEST OF THE MATIT DESIGNATED ATTORNEY AND AGREED TO BY THE PETTIONER.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

A notice of the public hearing and date and time change of the monthly board meeting will be 

posted and published for two weeks in the Northland Press. 

The township’s attorney, petitioners and the petitioner’s attorney will be present for the 

township’s viewing of the roads. 

The Annual Meeting Agenda was discussed along with recommendations from the Township 

Attorney regarding recommended motions. 

MOTION THYEN 2ND GLASS TO DELETE THE FOLLOWING MOTION FROM THE BOARD 

RECOMMENDATION FOR THE TOWN MEETING:  MOTION:  AUTHORIZE THE TOWNSHIP TO 

ACCEPT GAMBLING DONATIONS AND DONATIONS FROM NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS, FOR 

PUBLIC USE, INCLUDING FIREWORKS, SATELLITES, DOCKS, AIS PROGRAMS, AND SIMILAR 

ACTIVITIES.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 



MOTION SKJOLSVIK 2ND BENNINGTON TO CHANGE THE DONATION MOTION RECOMMENDED 

TO THE TOWN TO READ:  13.  MOTION/SECOND/DISCUSSION/VOTE, TO AUTHORIZE THE 

TOWNSHIP TO CONTRACT WITH VARIOUS SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS UP TO $2000.00 TOTAL 

WITH A LIMIT OF $250.00 EACH.  ORGANIZATIONS SHALL SERVE LOCAL NEEDS IN CROOKED 

LAKE TOWNSHIP AND THE IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING AREA.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

MOTION THYEN 2ND GLASS TO CHANGE THE CELEBRATION MOTION RECOMMENDED TO THE 

TOWN TO READ:  14.  MOTION/SECOND/DISCUSSION/VOTE TO AUTHORIZE THE USE OF TOWN 

FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS TO RECOGNIZE VOLUNTEERS, SERVICE EFFORTS, 

PASSINGS, RETIREMENTS, ETC, OF TOWN OFFICIALS OR EMPLOYEES, NOT TO EXCEED $200.00 

PER EVENT.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

The vacant Treasurer position due to the passing of Pat Faul was discussed. 

MOTION THYEN 2ND BENNINGTON TO APPOINT TRACI GRONINGA AS INTERIEM TREASURER 

WITH EQUIVILANT COMPENSATION AS THE FORMER TREASURER EFFECTIVE FEBRUARY 1, 2017, 

UNTIL A NEW TREASURER IS APPOINTED.  All in favor.  Motion carried 

Publishing an ad in the paper for a new treasurer and the need for a deputy treasurer was 

discussed and tabled. 

Bennington reported that the new employee, Craig Balvin, started working on 2/20/2017. 

Bennington also reported that some of the culverts have been steamed, the bulbs on the flag 

and sign have been replaced and the new lectern was assembled.  It was noted that the flag 

pole requires special bulbs. 

The door glass on the tractor was damaged and had to be replaced.  Filing an insurance claim 

for the damaged glass was discussed. 

The use of the ball field for storm damage debris was discussed.  The ball field was opened up 

to residents following the storm due to an emergency situation.  It is at the present time closed 

for this purpose.  It was noted that the ball field is the emergency helicopter landing zone. 

The condition of the grader tires was discussed. 

MOTION BENNINGTON 2ND GLASS TO PURCHASE 3 NEW TIRES AND 1 RIM FOR THE GRADER 

NOT TO EXCEED $6,500.00.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Bennington will have a road report available for the Annual Meeting. 

A rumor regarding the purchase of the township’s new truck was discussed. 

Insurance for the new truck was discussed.   



Glass reported that the HSEM claim from the storm was submitted and 75% of the total will be 

reimbursed resulting in a check for $22,710.02.  The County was a big help in getting this 

completed. 

The new town office wall is up.  Project will be completed in March.  All the town records will 

have to be moved from the Fire Hall. 

There is a request from a tax payer to borrow the folding chairs from the town hall for a 

wedding in their yard 9/16/17.  The board was in approval. 

Skjolsvik reported that there is a GoNorth Steering Committee Meeting on 3/15 at 6:00 and he 

will not be able to attend. 

Groninga will print out an AIS Budget Report before the Annual Meeting. 

There have been some donation requests received and they were tabled until the April 

meeting. 

A  LG220 Application for Exempt Permit for Minnesota Lawful Gambling was received from 

RALALA and signed by Thyen. 

The Spring Short Course will be April 5, 2017 in Walker.  The Treasurer will issue a check for 

registration.  

The paying of monthly bills between meetings was discussed. 

MOTION THYEN 2ND SKJOLSVIK AS A MATTER OF POLICY, TO AUTHORIZE DESIGNATED CHECK 

SIGNERS TO PROCESS CHECKS TO PAY ROUTINE MONTHLY RECURRING UTILITY AND 

MAINTENANCE TYPE BILLS BETWEEN BOARD MEETINGS IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN OUR 

STANDING WITH VENDORS AND NOT INCUR LATE PAYMENT FEES.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Access to the online banking for the clerk and treasurer with Unity Bank was discussed.  Thyen 

will notify Unity Bank to give both online access. 

The clerk attended CTAS training at MAT.   

A picture and short article regarding Mechelke’s retirement was sent to MAT for their spring 

publication. 

The handling of receipts and disbursements by the clerk and treasurer was discussed. 

The C-dars program at Unity Bank was discussed. 

The new truck and insurance needed on it was discussed.  The clerk will notify MAT when 

information is received. 

An annual review for Nick was discussed. 



The role of the supervisors at the Annual Meeting was discussed.  They will be present to 

answer questions if needed.  

MOTION SKJOLSVIK 2ND THYEN TO PAY WARRANTS # 17269-17295 AND # 17298-17310.  All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 

MOTION THYEN 2ND SKJOLSVIK TO ADJOURN.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

Kim Hughes Clerk Crooked Lake Township 

 

 

 

 

 


