Approved Minutes
CROOKED LAKE TOWNSHIP ANNUAL MEETING MARCH 12, 2024
The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by the Clerk.
The Pledge of Allegiance was given.

Attendees were reminded that copies of the Agenda, Board of Audit Minutes, Road Report and the minutes
from the 2023 Annual Meeting were available on the table. They were also reminded to sign in.

Reminded attendees that only those eligible to vote in Crooked Lake Township, had residency, were eligible
to vote tonight.

Judy Abts nominated Glen Goodwin as Moderator, he accepted, all in favor. All were offered copies of
agenda, dispensed with reading of Agenda.

Clerk provided minutes from 03/14/23 Annual Meeting. MOTION KURT HOFFMAN, 2N> DICK OMANN TO
DISPENSE WITH READING OF 03/14/23 MINUTES. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED. MOTION KEITH
ALQUIST, 280 DICK OMANN TO APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE 03/14/23 ANNUAL MEETING. ALL IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

The Clerk read 2024 Board of Audit Report from Board minutes of 02/08/24: The Board reviewed a
sampling of 2023 receipts and disbursements and matched them to records of the Clerk and Treasurer.
MOTION SKJOLSVIK, 2N0 THOMPSON TO ACCEPT THAT THE TOWN BOARD SUPERVISORS REVIEWED
DISBURSEMENTS AND RECEIPTS, AND TREASURER REGISTER MATCHED CLERK REGISTER. NO
DISCREPANCIES WERE NOTED. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Lakes and Shores report was given by Lloyd Thyen, AIS Committee. Provided handout on mission,
accomplishments of AIS Management, Shoreline Restorations, “Get the Lead Out”, Lake Steward Program,
support for Aquatic Management Area, improve Launch Site Management, Water Quality Testing
Partnership with WAPOA, relationship with Cass Cty. AIS Lake Technician, Loon Liaison Program, Lake
Association newsletters, Adopt-a-Highway program. Mentioned AIS threats, Enbridge Pipeline testing.
Listed past costs and predicted future costs along with CLT contribution history and financial needs.

Outing Quick Response Report was given by Chief Connie Pollock. They had 66 calls for emergency medical
care. They currently have 12 members. Members present were asked to stand, a round of applause was
given. Thankful for the great partnership with CLVFD!

Crooked Lake Volunteer Fire Department Report was given by Chief Nick Usherwood. Called to 19
fire/accidents and 55 medicals. We continue training with Fire, Inc. Some of our training this year include
Ice Water Rescue with our new Rapid Deployment Craft, Hybrid/Electric car Fires and Air Bags, Radio and
Report, Low angle Rescue with our new Equipment, Apparatus Drivers Training, LP Fire, Air Care Land
Zone, Incident Command Leadership, and Pumping/Relay/Tenders with 4 local fire departments. We
received our side-by-side unit 636 last June. Some of the tasks that it will be used for is to assist in search
and rescue efforts, ATV incidents, and snowmobile incidents. Some of you know that we are continuously
doing fundraisers to help pay for fire gear and apparatuses. We currently have 4 apparatuses that are 30
years or older, the oldest being 42 years old. We are working on updating our equipment as funds allow us
to. The current fundraising is going to replace our 30-year-old rescue rig (635). This unit will be used as a
multipurpose apparatus with the Outing Quick Response team. It will house gear for quick responder
medical calls and fire related operations. This rig will go out on every medical call and every fire call. Fire
equipment and apparatuses are getting more expensive every year. Apparatus prices have gone up 65% in
the last 4 years. 15% increase again in 2023. We currently have 16 Fire Fighters; we have one new
firefighter this year (Mike Hernandez) Currently in Fire Training. We are always looking for new fire
fighters! Our Facebook page for the fire department is up and running. We have a few training events
posted and are trying to keep it updated. Check it out!!



CLVFD Pension Fund Report was given by Brian Palkovich. Pension Fund at RBC Wealth Management
balance currently is $355,847.38. Members of Outing Quick Response participate in the pension fund,
bringing the total number to 27.

Chamber of Commerce Report was given by LeAnn Werner. About 4.48 million was received from
gambling at Pickled Loon and The Log Cabin Bar, with 3.66 million going back to buyer. After taxes paid to
the state, rent to the bars, salaries, and gambling products, still gave $166,574.20 to community functions.
The Chamber continues to donate back to the community.

Outing Volunteer Library Report was sent by Carol Pierce. [ want to thank this entire community for
embracing and supporting our library in the most wonderful way. Thank you to all the generous
volunteers who do the weekly work, hold the library open, and the township board for their contributions
to the building’s maintenance and care. Thank you to the chamber of Commerce for their generous
contributions to us and for their support of me. We are in great shape financially in particular because of a
nice donation from the Norton Stillman family and from my late husband’s ex-wife in his memory. We
were honored to hold a dedicatory celebration of a bench commissioned in Norton Stillman’s honor to
commemorate his 90th birthday and it was such a thrill to meet many of his family members. Mary
Andresen had a record number of children attend story time and received many compliments on her talent,
as well as, donations from some of the attendee’s parents and grandparents. Teaching all ages to love
libraries and the joy of reading is our mission. Some of you know that I have re-married and moved to
Northome, but still continue to direct and mentor our fabulous library as a [ have for the last 18 years. But,
keep your ears open to the possibility of someone in the community who might be moved to step into my
role. We are functioning well because of the wonderful Library Board we presently have and please
recognize and show your appreciation to the following Board members: Sue Wilder, Nancy Toth, Lorie
Wosmek, Diane peters, Mary Andresen, and Mary Roos. Thank you, also, to James Roos who files our taxes
for us. We will be having a huge used book sale on Memorial Day week-end, so watch for upcoming details
as we get closer. The theme for the Saturday story times from Memorial Day to Labor Day will be different
animal stories and crafts every week. In total sincerity, awe, and thankfulness for this community’s support
and appreciation.

Dave Thompson, Road Supervisor gave a report: 2023 started out as one of the snowiest on record. A lot of
time was spent plowing and sanding the roads. The severe storm in December 2022 had hundreds if not
more trees and large branches on the road way. This storm was declared a disaster and eligible for some
reimbursement from the State. We are in the final stages of completing this. The township rented a boom
mower from Zieglars of Brainerd to cut down most of the brush leaning over the road. Once that was
accomplished and the snow melted, the employees went on every road the township maintains cutting up
and chipping the down brush. The chipper was purchased from funds donated from the Emily/Outing
Chamber. Brush chipping was completed in mid-November. The old ball field was open just about every
weekend over the summer so residents could drop off all the brush and trees that were down from the
December storm. Throughout the summer the roads were bladed and packed when conditions made for
good results. Culverts on three different roads were replaced. All of the township culverts were checked
and number plates added if needed. The edges of the roads were mowed. No roads were reconditioned
with new class-5. All vehicles that needed DOT inspection were inspected. A new generator was purchased
for the Maintenance building. Purchased our own diesel fuel container, funds for this came from the
Emily/Outing Chamber and Crooked Lake Fire Relief Association. Replaced northbound speed advisory
sign on state 6, south of town. "



Road Ambassador Report by given by Glen Goodwin. Group of 33 volunteer CLT residents who serve as the
communication conduit between the residents and CLT. We ask residents to send reports of severe
weather events to their nearest RA who then texts to CLT thereby trying to reduce the communication
congestion the CLT receives from all the residents. Have two-way communication ~ RA passes on updates
from CLT; lets residents know when CLTH is open for example. RA is not expected to remove trees or deal
with powerlines. A mailing sent out May 2023: Cover letter - history of RAs; Severe Weather Info; QR codes,
map and list, magnet. Will be updating the CLT website and always looking for additional volunteers -
contact Keith Ahlquist if interested - info on CLT website. Stressed the importance of 911 for emergencies.

Chairperson Supervisor Mark Skjolsvik reported on CLT Emergency Operations: Crooked Lake Township
Emergency Management has nothing new to report for the 2024 Annual Township meeting. 2023 was a
very uneventful year. The Township again wants to express its gratitude to all the members of the Crooked
Lake Fire Department, Outing Quick Response, all our Township employees, and anyone connected with
the Road Ambassador Program.

MOTION SEAN WALSH, 2Np KURT HOFFMAN TO AUTHORIZE THE TOWNSHIP TO CONTRACT WITH
VARIOUS NONPROFIT SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS THAT SHALL SERVE LOCAL NEEDS IN CLT AND THE
IMMEDIATE SURROUNDING AREA, UP TO $3000.00 TOTAL WITH A LIMIT OF $300.00 EACH. ALL IN
FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

MOTION KEITH ALQUIST, 2No KURT HOFFMAN TO USE A PAPER BALLOT FOR VOTING ON THE LEVY. ALL
IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

Board recommends a 25% increase ($140,270.00) in 2024 levy for collection in 2025. BOARD
RECOMMENDS THE FOLLOWING LEVY FOR 2024 TO BE COLLECTED IN 2025 WOULD BE: GENERAL
REVENUE $303,537.50, ROAD AND BRIDGE $261,250.00 AND FIRE FUND $136,562.50, FOR A TOTAL OF
$701,350.00.

MOTION LLOYD THYEN, 2N0 BILL SCHAEFER TO INCREASE GENERAL REVENUE TO $316,037.50 AND
KEEP ROAD AND BRIDGE RECOMMENDATION OF $261,250.00 AND FIRE FUND $136,562.50, FOR A
TOTAL OF $713,850.00. A paper ballot was passed out and information repeated that only those who are
eligible to vote in CLT may vote. Moderator Glen Goodwin passed out ballots and received assistance from
Diane Skay in collecting and counting, with Clerk observing the count. MOTION PASSED BY A VOTE OF 33
YES TO 26 NO.

General Discussion/Business/Citizen Concerns; Resident asked if ball field will be open this year,
Thompson stated he is planning on it being open weekends, so that contractors wouldn’t use it for big
trees. Resident asked if there is a plan to build a helipad, Skjolsvik stated that while a helicopter could land
here, it can land in other open places, that this will not be a designated helipad. Resident asked if larger
trees will be removed from right-of-way for safety. CLT has no plan to do that, but a resident may choose to
cut down trees in the right-of-way.

MOTION RYAN HUETTL, 2N> MINDI GENZ THAT THE 2025 ANNUAL MEETING BE HELD THE 2N TUESDAY
OF MARCH, 2025 AT 7:00PM AT THE CROOKED LAKE TOWN HALL. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.

TS, 2N0 KEITH ALQUIST TO ADJOURN AT 8:28PM. ALL IN FAVOR. MOTION CARRIED.
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Moderator Terri Julkowski, Clerk,

Crooked Lake Township



